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     On October 4, 2011, the eighth grade went on an exhilarating field trip to Calleva. Theyôve been 

looking forward to the first big overnight field trip of the year, and the day finally came. They could-

nôt wait to explore caves and ride the rough waters. There were two groups that did a separate activity 

while they were at Calleva. One group went caving, while the other group went rafting. 

     The cavers did some exploring in unique caves that had some different mineral forms and struc-

tures. They wore bulky clothes to keep themselves from getting their own clothes dirty. Some of the 

eighth graders even had to hold themselves up by pushing their feet and back against the rock walls! 

They squeezed through tiny passages, and sometimes, the guides gave them challenges to go through 

tough passages in the caves. Caving was a fun experience for the students who did the activity, how-

ever, they had to be careful due to the deep holes, and slippery ground. ñ It was a good bonding expe-

rience.ò says Emma Scheibel. ñ It was filled with encouragement from others.ò exclaims 

Michael Birch. Overall, they had fun exploring dark, slippery caves, and they also loved 

getting dirty! 

     Rafting challenged the students to use teamwork.  They all went in rafts in groups, 

and they had to work together to go through the rough rapids, and keep themselves from 

falling out of the raft into the cold water.  Even though some people fell out, their friends 

helped them up, and had a fun time.  ñIt was delightfully fun.  It was the trip of a life-

time,ò says Matthew Waclawiw.  The rafters did get wet due to cold water splashing on 

them, but they all had an amazing time! 

     Iôm sure every student had fun at this field trip, but the teachers also had an enjoyable 

time with their students. Mrs. Bausch thought that the kids worked well together, and 

said how nice they were to each other. Mrs. Ledbetter thought that this trip was very 

enjoyable for everyone. Calleva will be an experience that will never be forgotten, be-

cause we all ate, slept, and had fun together during this wonderful trip! 

              Calleva!- One Exciting Trip for the Eighth Grade!   
                       By: Angelo San Pablo  and  Brian Kilner  
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Classroom Buzz 

 This month the 1st Grade students are adjusting to the more academic schedule. This is a 

big jump for the former Kindergarteners because unlike last year, they do not get naps, playtime, or 

multiple recesses. Also they are starting to get lots more homework, but Kerry McKeon shares that 

the first graders like the homework and are ready to learn. Some things they will be doing are getting 

prepped for the one hundredth day of school, which according to the fist graders is a huge deal. They 

have already been on a field trip to the College Park Aviation Museum. ñI like first grade, because I 

get to meet all the other students that werenôt in my class last year,ò says eager student, Teresa  Ed-

wards.  Lastly, the first graders are extremely excited that they were able to participate in the huge 

annual Halloween parade for the second time.  It seems that everything is off to an awesome start in 

the first grade! 

The Life and Times of the First Grade By: Matt Edwards and Kieran McKeon  

 The third graders are very busy; however, they are having a wonderful time so far, even with more homework than in 2nd grade! 

Ms. Savrine shared, "The thing I like most about teaching is seeing students make a connection.ò She comments that it's 'when the light 

bulb goes offôthat it becomes exciting to see! The 3rd graders have a lot of exciting things coming up! They've handed in their Ramona 

Quimby neighborhood maps, some of which are displayed in the hallway outside the 3rd grade classrooms. The saint shields are also a big 

project. The students have been assigned a saint, and they decorate the shield with information on that saint. Joe Murray, a student from 3S, 

exclaims, "The thing I like most about 3rd Grade is that we learn new stuff every day. I especially like religion because we have a lot of 

coloring sheets, and they're really fun!" 3rd Grade does many tests and book reports.  In fact, they started Calebôs Story a little while 

ago.  They are also doing some fun activities.  They went on a field trip to the Franciscan Monastery on October 25.  ñIôm really excited 

about learning cursive and multiplication.ò says Mary Clare McDonough. The third graders have a lot 

of work ahead of them. Have a great time, 3rd Grade! 3S recently had a "thank you" party for Mrs. 

Deoudes, who helped 3S out while Mrs. Valentine was substituting for Mrs. Wilkenson. Ms. Savrine 

also has some exciting news: she ran the Marine Corps. Marathon! Ms. Savrine adds that she has been 

training for a while, and she did great! Congratulations, Ms. Savrine! In conclusion, the 3rd Grade has 

plenty of excitement going on!  

Second Grade Scoop By: Nick Egan and Connor Starkey  

3rd Grade Buzz  By: Connor Lu and Natalie Murray  

 

The second graders have been very busy this year. They held the September outreach for 

the lost cat and dog foundation. The students came up with that unique idea. To support that 

very cool idea they made posters, danced at the carpool line, and made colorful fliers to 

hand out to encourage people to donate items for dogs and cats waiting for new homes. 

 

    The outreach project is not the only thing the second graders are going to do. They also 

have a very religious year ahead of them. They are preparing for two sacraments, their first 

penance, and a very special occasion, their first communion! The second graders will also 

star in this years crowning of Mary in May. 

 

The second graders have an exciting school year ahead of them as well. They will learn to 

become better readers and writers. They will also go on a lot of field trips. Thatôs the se-

cond grade scoop! 
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    The 4th grade students in Mrs. McDonoughôs  and Mrs. McMahonôs classes have 

been really busy so far this year.  After reading Sarah, Plain and Tall, they created a 

Memory Bag for their favorite character.  The Memory Bag contained keepsakes they 

felt their character would treasure.  Another favorite 4th grade  activity was the first 

ñFRIDAY NIGHT FLICKS! The students came back to school in the evening wear-

ing pajamas and carrying sleeping bags and pillows.  They ate pizza and watched a 

movie with their classmates and teachers, and a great time was had by all! 

     If you walk by Mrs. McMahonôs classroom youôll see amazing state projects sus-

pended from the ceiling as the students learn more about our country.  The creative 

energy has also  been flowing in Mrs. McDonoughôs class where students researched 

inventors and made displays showing their work.  And most recently, the 4th graders 

turned their Social Studies classroom into sandwich factories to learn first-hand about 

the workings of an assembly line.  It was not only a fun learning experience, but the 

children made over 70 sandwiches which were donated to a local shelter.  As you can 

see, thereôs always something exciting happening in 4th grade! 

4th Grade News Flash By   Mary McMahon  

Lights, Camera, 5th Grade! By: Connor Lu and Phillip Smith    

The  sixth grade class has been very busy this year. To begin, the 6th grade worked on 

some important projects. In  Spanish class, the students  had to pick a Hispanic country 

and decorate a bag with facts and pictures about the country. ñ It was fun and a creative 

way to learn about a new country.ò said Connor Starkey. Meanwhile in science, the 

students had a chance to complete a report on a famous scientist . ñIt was great to learn 

about scientists I hadnôt already heard of.ò exclaimed Natalie Murray. The sixth grade 

had also been on a couple of field trips this year. First, they went to St. Matthews Ca-

thedral in Washington D.C. where they learned about the Archdiocese of Washington, 

and had their own private Mass. Just recently they went to Faith United Methodist 

Church for their retreat, led by Sr. Pat  The 6th grade has been very eventful so far, and 

it is expecting to accomplish a lot more as the year progresses. 

Whatôs Up Sixth Grade?? By: Phillip Smith  

Classroom Buzz 

 

 Photo By: Connor Starkey 

Photo By: Brigid  Johnston  

 

This yearôs fifth grade class worked on their totem pole project.  First each student selected a favorite animal 

and created an image of it.  After that, they glued them together to make the totem poles.  Then they made a video about 

the totem poles.  òIt was fun, but also kind of hard,ò says Tim Sessing.  After they had completely finished their projects 

they put them outside of the 5th grade hallway so others could see their totem poles.  ñIt was really cool seeing them out-

side. My favorite one was the owl,ò commented Jaime Lu.  ñI want to do an elephant when Iôm in fifth grade.ò  The fifth 

graders did an amazing job on their totem poles.  We canôt wait to see what is coming next from our talented fifth grad-

ers! 
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  New Faculty  
New Faculty Members: Mrs. McAndrews by: Natalie Murray  and Brigid Johnston 

Mrs. McAndrews is one of the newest additions to the St. Elizabeth School staff.  She gladly took the time to answer some questions. 

Q: What do you teach? 

A: I work with children in 1st, 2nd, 7th, and 8th grades.  I also teach Language Arts to a few of 

the 7th graders. 

Q: How do you like St. Eôs? 

A: I really like it. 

Q: Have you ever been out of the country? 

A: Yes. Iôve been to England, Ireland, France, and Mexico.  I like to travel. 

Q: Whatôs your favorite dessert? 

A: Anything that my sister-in-law bakes, especially with chocolate! 

Q: What are some of your hobbies? 

A: I love spending time with my family, reading, and watching old movies. 

Mrs. McAndrews is in the portable neighboring the Spanish classroom. She always extends a warm welcome to visitors, so if you have any questions, stop 

by and see her.  Letôs give Mrs. McAndrews a St. Eôs welcome! 

Art Club by Thomas Graham 

      What is  Art Club?  Art Club is an after school activity, relating to Art Class, and 

led by Mrs. Reynders, our St. Elizabeth Art teacher.  The objective of Art Club is for 
Middle School students who enjoy art to explore additional areas of artistic expres-

sionðlearning new methods, and having fun at the same time.  Some people have 

been asking what the difference is between Art Class and Art Club.  One major differ-
ence is the materials used in Art Club.  For example, there will be an opportunity to 

paint on canvas.  In addition, more time will be given to practice drawing techniques 

and using water colors. Another difference is during Art Club the students get snack, 
which is refreshing after a long day of hard school work.  
   

 
 
Mr. DuVall is the new 5 th grade teacher here at St. Elizabeth. He came to our school from Mary of Nazareth and we are 
blessed to have him at our school. When you see Mr. DuVall in the hallways make sure to give him a warm, St. Eôs wel-
come. Here is an interview we did so you could get to know him a bit better. 
 
Q: What is your favorite food?  
A: Chipotle, easy 
Q: What is your favorite subject to teach?  
A: Science 
Q: What is your favorite app?  
A: ESPN score center 
Q: What is your favorite sport?  
A: Volleyball, easy 
Q: what is your favorite sports team?  
A: probably the Caps or the Redskins 
Q: What is your idea of paradise?  
A: on the beach with nothing to do 
Q: what is your favorite book or author?  
A: Harry Potter series 
Q: Where are you from?  
A: Poolesville, born and raised 
Q: When you were a kid what was your favorite grade?  
A: Eighth.  

New Faculty Members: Mr. DuVall by: Matt Edwards and  Nick Egan  
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Whatôs Happening in 8th Grade By: Angelo San Pablo and Nicholas DeGraba  

 

Itôs been a great start to the year for eighth grade students as they become opened to new opportunities and responsibilities. The first excit-

ing event that happened in the beginning of the year was the overnight field trip to Calleva. ñI thought Calleva was an amazing trip that 

taught us important lessons of teamwork and bonding, while having a great time with our classmates!ò says Kelsea Konz from 8K. There 

were two groups in  Calleva. One group went caving, while the other group went rafting. Calleva was an exciting trip for these students, and 

Iôm sure they wonôt forget this experience! 

  

These students are also hard working as they  prepare for the HSPTôs, and theyôre working on a variety of projects. For Spanish, they did a 

special person biography, and had to present it to their class. They have recently completed a science project that was relevant to baking. 

The students had to record data such as the ingredients, and then make a paragraph about the changes that occurred while they baked. Social 

Studies was another project the eighth grade had to complete. They made Civil War playing cards that needed four cards from the people of 

the North, and four from the South. On October 21, 2011, all eighth grade students who are being confirmed in the St. Elizabeth Parish went 

to a confirmation retreat. (quote to be inserted here) Letôs all be joyful for the eighth grade as they become closer to God! Finally, letôs wel-

come our newest member of our school community, and new eighth grader, Gaby Casillas! We know youôre going to enjoy your time here 

at St. Elizabeth School! 

 Seventh Grade: Sweeeet! By Maggie May  

As the second-oldest grade in the school, seventh grade has a lot on their hands.  First of all, congratulations to the homeroom representative winners: 7Lôs Joey 
Roach and 7Pôs William Valentine. The seventh grade also spent an exciting day at Calleva  recently, and had an outstanding time.  Hereôs what two seventh graders 

have to say about their day. 

ñIt was the best and most fun event all year. We really got closer to each other through this trip,ò remarks an enthusiastic Wil liam Valentine. 

Sophie Garcia adds, ñIt was really fun, and it was a fun activity to do with our grade .ò 

Classroom Buzz Spotlight on Specials: Mary McMahon  

 

     A new feature in the Saintennial will be a column spotlighting one of the ñSpecialsò classes, and with the 4th and 5th grade Broadway 

Revue being presented tomorrow evening, it seemed the perfect place to start was our school music program under the direction of Ms. 

Kristin Green. 

    The music department has been extra busy this fall!  We are all well acquainted with the outstanding musical theater productions the 

middle school students and Ms. Green bring to the stage here at St. Eôs.  Last yearôs production of ñThe Wizard of Ozò performed to sell

-out crowds, prompting the addition of a matinee performance for this yearôs upcoming show, 

ñBeauty and the Beastò, which promises to be another big hit!   But with so many younger stu-

dents also interested in the performing arts, Ms. Green added a program for upper elementary 

students, and the ñbuzzò about the Broadway Revue is one of excitement and anticipation!  This 

will give our younger students the opportunity to gain stage experience before they reach middle 

school and want to participate in the musicals. 

     In addition to these special performances, Ms. Green has worked with her music classes this 

fall to learn the new parts of the Mass.  She canters at our school liturgies, as well, and helps us 

lift our voices in celebration at every Mass.  And with the holidays just around the corner, you 

can bet that Ms. Green has been hard at work preparing each of our classes for their Christmas 

programs, a highlight of the yuletide season! 

     Thank you, Ms. Green, for all your hard work, and for sharing your gifts and talents with 

us!   
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It All Began With A Book... By: Professor Mary McMahon 

Critics Corner 

 In 1997, an unknown author had her first book published in England.  As an unemployed, single mom 
living on welfare in Edinburgh, Scotland, she had no great dreams of fame and fortune; in fact, her ambi-

tion was merely to see her work on display in a bookshop window, and to know it was hers!  She could 

never have imagined she would one day be the mastermind behind one of the most recognizable and 
beloved book and movie series ever created.  Her name, of course, is Joanne Rowling, or J. K. Rowling, 

as she is known to her legions of fans, and the magic all began with a book about a boy who discovers 

heôs a wizard. 

This past July, the final movie installment was released, smashing all box office records.  Harry Potter 

and the Deathly Hallows, Part 2, was more than a summer blockbuster movie experience.  It was our 

chance to say farewell to Harry, Ron, Hermione, and a cast of other characters so iconic that the mention 
of any one name brings instant recognition around the globe.  The Potter fans are as diverse as the charac-

tersðold, young, male, female, with a rainbow of ethnicities and cultural backgrounds, yet all sharing one 

thing in commonða love for Harry Potter!   

The movie itself was very satisfyingðall the story threads were woven together for a thrilling climax!  

The effects were top notch, especially the dragon emerging from the depths of Gringotts, the Fiendfyre 

scene in the Room of Requirement, and Snapeôs story.  Beyond the accomplishment of this final movie, 

however, I think it is important to acknowledge the brilliant cast assembled over a decade ago by director 

Chris Columbus and his production team  Ms. Rowling gave us the words, but they brought her characters to 

life.  Add to that the genius of John Williamsô musical score, and we have been left with a movie franchise 

that will stand the test of time as true cinematic classics!.    

òIt is important to re-

member that we all have                

MAGIC inside us.ó 

J.K. Rowling 

Coming Soon To Theaters: by Matt Edwards  

Jack and Jill staring Adam Sandler is on itôs way to the top box office! This movie is 

about Jack (Adam Sandler)  a grown man with children has his twin sister Jill (also 

Adam Sandler)  who comes and turns his life upside down. This comedy is rib tick-

ling, and finally gives us a good reason to go digging around in that wallet for the old 

movie theater gift cards that you havenôt used since the summer! 

Arthur Christmas stars James McAvoy, and is a great holi-

day tale.  Itôs about how Santa Claus missed a child on Christmas Eve and it 

is up to Arthur to get presents to the little girl to keep her believing in Santa.  

This holiday event is the perfect ñnight outò for the whole family, so gather 

everyone together, get some hot, buttery popcorn, and see the best 

Christmas movie of the year!  

Monstrous Muppets: by  Nick Egan  

  Get ready for an all new movie. It is starring Kermit the Frog, Miss 

Piggy, Beaker and all the other favorite Muppets! In the film they 

must save their theater when a greedy tycoon wants to dig under 

their theater for oil. The Muppets new movie is coming to theaters 

November 23. 
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     God  Squad 

 

My dear students: 

     The first quarter of the school year is history!  I hope and pray that everyone did 

as well as they could these first two months of school.  God expects you to do your 

best.  He must be very, very happy with each one of you! 

     I have enjoyed visiting some of the classrooms so far and visiting with many of 

you during lunch.  Hereôs hoping that I am able to visit with many more of you these 

next two months. 

     In November I am going to visit Israel, the place where Jesus was born and lived 

during His short life.  I will pray for you every day when visiting one of the holy 

sites.  When I get back I will share some of the special moments with you. 

     Continue to do well in school.  My thoughts and prayers are with you each day. 

                                                   God bless you, 

                                                  Fr. Jack Macfarlane 

A Moment with Monsignor...  

Photo by Connor Starkey 

     Bishop Olivier recently visited St. Elizabeth and said a beautiful Mass for our school.  We 

were helping him celebrate his 60th year in the priesthood, as well as his birthday.  ñI felt very 

important,ò said altar server, Matt Edwards, and the other server, Nick Egan, said ñIt was really 

an honor.ò  After the Mass, the student council presented Bishop Olivier with gifts and every-

one joined in singing ñHappy Birthdayò to him.  He received a heart-warming standing ovation 

which brought him to tears, and Mrs. McMahon shared that it was wonderful to have him with 

us.  He is ófamilyô here at St. Eôs! 

 On October 4, 2011 a very special occasion occurred at St. 

Elizabeth School. We had a rosary led by Mr. Spadoni. After that we 

had a fun blessing of the animals. All of our beloved pets were invited 

to be blessed by Monsignor Macfarlane, the St. Eôs parish pastor. There 

were dogs, cats, hamsters, mice and even a snake that came to be 

blessed. The whole school joined together as Monsignor recited the 

prayer - everyone else held up their right hand and joined in the bless-

ing. It was a wonderful way to show love for our pets! 

òI have found the paradox...that if you love   

until it hurts, there can be no more hurt, only 

more love.ó                     

                           ~Mother Teresa              

Bishop Olivier Visits by Nick Egan  

All Creatures Great and Small By: Nicolas Egan and 

Thomas Penny  
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Classroom Buzz 

     St. Elizabethôs Preschool is buzzing with activity! Now 

with a waiting list, the preschool is bigger than ever. The 

three year olds are visiting Miss Green for music and visiting 

Mrs. Bonet for Spanish. They are learning a counting song 

and learning about the color orange. They just celebrated 

Grandparents Day, and they went to the book fair. The en-

richment class is learning about magnets.  

     The four year old preschool has had a busy year so far. 

They have been learning a new number and letter every week 

along with their other subjects:  science once a week, library, 

music, Spanish with Mrs. Bonet, and religion. The fours have 

also been learning about the Gospel at Church each week. Along with all 

these subjects, the fours have been doing fun things, too, like their Halloween 

party with the threes and the Thanksgiving activity they have coming up. As 

you can see, the fours are very busy bees with all their hard work! 

Whatôs New with Preschool  By: Patrick Edwards and Maggie May  

Kindergarten Report by: Sabrina Lu and Brian Kilner 

 Kindergarten is off to a great start!  The kindergarteners recently took their 

annual pilgrimage to the pumpkin patch.  Other pumpkin activities theyôve done in-

clude planting seeds, making pumpkin bread, measuring pumpkin growth, visiting 

Pumpkinville, Virginia, and creating tear-art pumpkins.  Mrs. Bellino announced, ñSo 

far, kindergarten is flying high!ò Also, just recently, firefighters from Station 23 

brought their truck to show the kindergarteners. ñIt was awesome seeing them 

[firefighters]!ò a kindergartener exclaimed.  

 The students are learning a variety of topics including the life cycle of a 

plant, the rosary, patterns, solid shapes, and are starting to learn beginning sounds.  It 

looks like it is going to be a great year for these kindergarteners, and Mrs. Riley 

agrees, saying, ñThis year is going to be awesome!ò 

 

 

      Turkeys In Disguise  


